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A Strategy for Oregon’s 
Energy Future
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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Leading Oregon to a safe, equitable, clean, and sustainable energy future.

O u r  
M i s s i o n

The Oregon Department of Energy helps Oregonians make informed decisions and 
maintain a resilient and affordable energy system. We advance solutions to shape an 
equitable clean energy transition, protect the environment and public health, and 
responsibly balance energy needs and impacts for current and future generations.

W h a t  
W e  D o

On behalf of Oregonians across the state, the Oregon Department of Energy achieves its 
mission by providing:

• ​​A Central Repository of Energy Data, Information, and Analysis
• A Venue for Problem-Solving Oregon's Energy Challenges
• Energy Education and Technical Assistance
• Regulation and Oversight
• Energy Programs and Activities
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Energy 
Landscape
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2024 BER, Energy by the Numbers | Page 2

Numbers are in trillions of British thermal units (Btus)

OREGON’S ENERGY FLOW

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmz39llZ07k


SOURCES OF ELECTRICITY OREGONIANS USE
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2024 BER, Energy by the Numbers | Pages 11, 13

Resources Used to Generate 
Oregon’s Electricity (2023)

Resources Used to Generate 
Oregon’s Electricity Over Time
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Oregon Direct Use Fuels Consumption Over Time

Energy by the Numbers | Page 25
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Energy by the Numbers | Page 61

Oregon’s Total Energy Expenditures by Sector Over Time

U.S. EIA reports prices in current dollars per million Btu. Chart is not adjusted for inflation.
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Energy by the Numbers | Page 45

Percentage of Oregon Households Experiencing High or Severe Energy Burden and 
Earning 200 Percent or Below Federal Poverty Level by County (2022)
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Oregon Energy 
Strategy
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“The State Department of Energy 
shall develop a comprehensive state 
energy strategy that identifies 
optimized pathways to achieving 
the state’s energy policy objectives.”

OREGON ENERGY STRATEGY BILL

House Bill 3630 (2023) Section 2



MODELING CONSIDERED

State laws, policies, and targets regarding energy and GHG emissions

Existing energy and integrated resource plans

Energy-related studies and data analysis

State energy policy objectives

State energy demand and trends

Energy resources and technologies

Emerging technologies
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OTHER KEY CONSIDERATIONS

Cost Feasibility 

Energy burden 
and 

affordability

Environmental 
justice

Energy resilience 
and community 

energy resilience

Community 
benefits

Economic and 
employment 

effects
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Land use 
considerations and 

natural resource 
impacts



FIVE PATHWAYS TO GUIDE OREGON 

1. Energy Efficiency: Advance energy efficiency across buildings, industry, and transportation sectors, 
including by expanding access to and appeal of multimodal transportation options, to deliver the 
benefits of a more efficient energy system. 

2. Electrification: Increase electrification of end uses across the economy, including in transportation, 
buildings, and industry, while incorporating measures to safeguard reliability and support affordability. 

3. Clean Electricity: Invest in clean electricity infrastructure to maintain reliability and promote load 
flexibility to reduce system costs. 

4. Low-Carbon Fuels: Advance the use of low-carbon fuels in the hardest-to-electrify end uses to achieve 
GHG emissions reductions while maintaining industry competitiveness and a reliable electricity grid.

5. Resilience: Strengthen resilience across all levels of the energy system, including utilities, 
communities, and customers, enhancing Oregon’s ability to adapt to climate change and mitigate 
other risks.

Implementation of each pathway must consider burdens and benefits to environmental justice communities and apply 
an equity lens to prevent further disproportionate impacts to historically and currently marginalized communities. 13



POLICY TO DEPLOY THE PATHWAYS
Energy Efficiency

Policies:
1a. Deliver energy efficiency and conservation improvements in existing and new 

residential and small commercial buildings to align with state decarbonization 
goals. Prioritize programs to serve low- and moderate- income and energy 
burdened households. 

1b. Evaluate and promote opportunities to improve energy efficiency in large 
commercial and industrial sectors. 

1c. Prioritize policies and increase support for programs that expand access to 
multimodal transportation options – including public transit, biking, and walking 
infrastructure – and promote development patterns that make it easier and more 
appealing for people to live, work, and access services without relying on a 
personal vehicle. 
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POLICY TO DEPLOY THE PATHWAYS
Electrification

Policies:
2a. Advance and expand efforts to electrify transportation, with a focus on 

removing barriers to ensure the state meets its zero-emission vehicle goals. 

2b. Facilitate and accelerate the interconnection of EV charging infrastructure and 
related distribution system upgrades to enable faster deployment, lower costs 
and complexity, and improve grid readiness. 

2c. Promote strategic electrification across the residential, commercial, and 
industrial sectors by aligning policies and investment to deliver affordable, 
reliable, and clean energy. 
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EXAMPLE OF POLICY ACTION
Buildings

Buildings Action 3 
 Prioritize measures in energy efficiency incentive programs that relieve 

pressure on the power system. In the near term, maintain – and where 
possible accelerate – building weatherization, replacement of less efficient 
electric heating with efficient electric heat pumps, and expand demand 
flexibility.

 

 Pathways: 1 (Energy Efficiency); 2 (Electrification); 3 (Clean Electricity)
• Policies: 1a (Buildings efficiency); 2c (Strategic electrification); 3b (Utility-scale and 

distributed energy resources); 3c (Load flexibility)
• Equity and Justice Approach: 3 (incentive programs); 4 (workforce)
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JOBS ANALYSIS
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Electricians, 
construction 
laborers, and 
heating, air 
conditioning, and 
refrigeration 
mechanics and 
installers are 
among the top 
occupations with 
expected growth 
in 2035.
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Impact of Federal Actions

• Budget Cuts 

• Federal Staffing Reductions

• Funding Recissions

• Regulatory Changes

• Executive Orders

• Clean Energy Tax Credit 
Phase-outs

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/13/nx-s1-5296928/layoffs-trump-doge-education-energy
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2025/09/03/states-fast-track-wind-solar-permits-and-contracts-to-beat-trumps-deadline/
https://www.oregonlive.com/environment/2025/09/oregon-fights-back-after-losing-866-million-in-solar-funding-for-low-income-residents.html


A CLOSER LOOK: SOLAR

Sunset of residential tax credit changed from 2035 to 
December 2025

Sunset of commercial tax credit from 2032 to December 
2027

Solar For All termination letters issued by U.S. EPA
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OSSRP Rebate
 $4,000 

Energy Trust 
Incentive

 $700 

Estimated Federal 
Tax Credit

 $7,590 

Estimated Home-
Owner Contribution

 $13,710 

Assumes 8kW system size and $26,000 total system cost

TYPICAL RESIDENTIAL SOLAR COST WITH 
STATE AND FEDERAL INCENTIVES



21Assumes 8kW system size and $26,000 total system cost

Energy Trust 
Incentive
 $2,500 

Estimated 
Home-Owner 
Contribution

 $23,500 

TYPICAL RESIDENTIAL SOLAR COST WITHOUT 
STATE AND FEDERAL INCENTIVES
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Energy Hub for Incentive 
Programs and Projects in 
Oregon

Energy 
HIPPO

The Energy HIPPO provides information, 
technical assistance, and help identifying 
contractors and financing options related to 
energy efficiency incentives and programs.

Resources for homeowners, renters, and 
contractors. 

https://incentives.oregon.gov/ 

https://incentives.oregon.gov/
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www.Oregon.gov/energy | AskEnergy@oregon.gov 

 

http://www.oregon.gov/energy
mailto:AskEnergy@oregon.gov
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